
$2,000–$2,499 per student (57)

$1,500–$1,999 per student (160)

$2,500 and over per student (15)

$1,000–$1,499 per student (149)

$999 and under per student (33)

Nondisabled kids paying for special education:
Here’s how state funding shortfalls hurt all students

2022–2023

AEF member school districts are committed to educating students with disabilities. Working with 
RW Baird’s Todd Hajewski, we identified funding transfers out of the regular classroom to cover 
unfunded special education costs. This map shows the amount each nondisabled student loses 
because funding for children with special needs does not cover all the costs. AEF calls on the 
state to improve special education funding so that all students have equal learning opportunities.
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Unfair and Unequal Revenue Limits in Wisconsin Schools

$11,000–$11,500 per student

$10,500–$11,000 per student

$10,000–$10,500 per student

$10,000 and under per student

$12,000 and over per student

$11,500–$12,000 per student

In 1994, the State Legislature set a revenue benchmark based on what school 
districts spent in 1993. No one knew it was coming, and those differences 
have been sustained in the decades since. AEF member districts simply want 
a level playing field.


